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about the upcoming Cochituate Rail Trail. Visit our web page at natickma.gov/crt

Cochituate Rail Trail: Shovel-Ready!
The CRT will be a paved, 4-mile multi-use path
from Natick Center to Framingham’s Saxonville
neighborhood over an abandoned rail line. The
Framingham section north of Route 30 is open. The
Natick section is now open on an interim basis.
Read on for an overview, including design, land
acquisition, construction, interim use, and more.
The CRT at a glance
§ Design is complete
§ Construction is expected to start by mid-2019
and take about 2 years
§ The trail is open for interim use until
construction begins
§ Project information is at natickma.gov/crt
Designing the CRT

Typically, transportation design fees are about 10%
of construction costs, and that’s true of the CRT.
Most of the approximately $1.1 million in design
and related costs are from mitigation funds from
nearby developments, with about $225,000 from
local property taxes. Studies, environmental tests,
surveys, appraisals and other due diligence are
included. Town Meeting and other boards have
approved this funding starting in late 2006.
The design of the fully accessible CRT includes a
12’ paved path with 2’ grass strips on each side,
new bridges over Routes 9 and 30, scenic overlooks
on the Lake, and space for future amenities such as
benches. No lighting is planned.
The CRT will end at Willow Street. Once the
Natick Center MBTA Station is redesigned (an
accessibility project now in design), the Town will
explore a direct connection to the new station.

As a project with federal/state funding, CRT design
has been reviewed and approved by MassDOT and
the Federal Highway Administration. The plan has
progressed from conceptual design in 2010, through
25% design starting in 2014, to final design in 2018.
The final design documents are linked from the
project web site at natickma.gov/crt.
The CRT Advisory Committee has worked with
BETA, the project design firm, and with Town staff
and committees, abutters, DCR (MA Department of
Conservation and Recreation), and MassDOT staff.

New Rt. 9 bridge at Springvale Water Plant

The CRT connects many commercial, recreational
and residential areas from the Natick Mall to Natick
Center, TJX, Exponent, MathWorks, the Natick
Labs, State Park, Camp Arrowhead, Navy Yard,
AmVets and residential neighborhoods. MathWorks
has already built a connecting trail from their
Lakeside campus.
Many other area trails are in the works, so future
CRT users will be able to travel to Lowell, Boston,
and Northampton on trails and bike lanes.

"Feature Wall" at Wonderbread Spur junction

The CRT project was expanded in 2016 to include
upgrades to Route 30 as part of a TJX expansion

project. New turning lanes, sidewalks and bike
lanes will improve Route 30 for all users.
■■■
Construction is on deck
MassDOT will advertise the CRT for construction
in September, and award a contract by Spring 2019.
Construction would start soon after, and is likely to
take about two years. See natickma.gov/crt for
current information.
The CRT will cost just over $12
million to build, using 80%
federal and 20% state funds, with
no Natick public funding.
■■■
Buying land for the CRT
Many rail trails use publicly
owned, abandoned rail lines.
Natick bought the Saxonville
Branch, a CSX freight line that
was active until 2005. The Town
paid about $6 million for about 21
acres, reflecting the high value of
Natick land. Town Meeting OK’d
the purchase in 2016.
About half this money came from
a fund intended for parkland
acquisition, and half came from
municipal borrowing, with a small
amount of individual donations.
In 2018, Natick acquired a number
of small easements to build the
CRT and improve Route 30 at a
cost of about $40,000.
■■■
Enjoy the CRT Today!

Please observe these interim use regulations voted
by the Board of Selectmen:
Open dawn to dusk only; no motorized vehicles;
pets must be leashed; stay on trail area; respect
private property; do not disturb the soil.
Visit natickma.gov/crt for the Interim Trail Map and
Guide.
■■■
About the CRT Advisory
Committee
The CRT Advisory Committee,
appointed by the Board of
Selectmen, holds public meetings
monthly or as work requires. With
design complete and construction
on the horizon, the committee and
Town officials in the coming year
will focus on maintenance,
operations, oversight and more.
The public is welcome at
meetings. Visit natickma.gov/crt
or email crt@natickma.org. ■■■
Like the CRT on Facebook
Check out Facebook.com/crtrail to
stay up to date.
■■■
Friends of Natick Trails
The non-profit Friends support the
CRT and other trails. The Friends
will help with volunteer efforts,
fundraising and community
events, and plan to offer naming
of benches and other amenities,
such as “pavers” at various
locations. Learn more and sign up
at FriendsofNatickTrails.org. ■■■

The CRT is now open as an
unimproved trail from Willow
Thank you for the support!
Street to Route 30. This includes
temporary fixes to the Route 9
As an amenity that will benefit
bridge, with thanks to the Natick
current and future generations in
DPW, the New England Regional
Natick and the region, the CRT
Council of Carpenters, and local
Interim Map and Guide c/o Natick GIS has been many years in the
volunteers. There is no direct CRT
making. Thanks to the Board of
access to the MBTA station. It is unsafe and illegal
Selectmen, Town Meeting, DPW, and community
to cross active train tracks.
leaders past and present for their sustained support;
to volunteers, residents and taxpayers; and to the
Parking is limited during interim use, and may be
BETA design team, state officials and MassDOT
available at Navy Yard or on public streets and lots.
staff for their hard work.
■■■

