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Å On November 8, 2016, Massachusetts voters approved (53% in favor) Question 4 
legalizing the adult use of marijuana and marijuana establishments (Chapter 334 of 
the Acts of 2016).  (NATICK VOTE: 54.07% voted in favor) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AN ACT TO ENSURE SAFE ACCESS TO MARIJUANA 

Å hƴ Wǳƭȅ нуΣ нлмтΣ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ .ŀƪŜǊ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ǊŜǾƛǎŜŘ ƭŀǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ά!ƴ !Ŏǘ ǘƻ 9ƴǎǳǊŜ {ŀŦŜ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ aŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀέ όǘƘŜ ά!ŎǘέύΣ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ 
Chapter 55 of the Acts of 2017. 
 

Å The Act also makes changes to the Medical Use of Marijuana Program, which was 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ осф ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !Ŏǘǎ ƻŦ нлмнΣ ά!ƴ !Ŏǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ 
aŜŘƛŎŀƭ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀΣέ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ .ŀƭƭƻǘ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ о ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмн 
general election. 
 



PERSONAL USE OF NON-MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

Personal use 
of marijuana 
not subject to 
municipal 
regulation: 

Å Public possession of 1 ounce or less of marijuana  
ï 21 years or older 

 

Å Home growth and Possession 
ï Up to 10 ounces of marijuana for personal use 

ï Any marijuana produced on premises by not more than 6 marijuana 
plants 

ï Up to 12 plants if multiple growers on the premises 
 

Å Give away/Transfer to other consumers up to 1 ounce 
ï No remuneration 

ï Not advertised to public 

ï 21 or older  
 

Å Possession and manufacturing of marijuana accessories 

ï Persons 21 years of age or older may also possess or 
manufacture marijuana accessories or sell such accessories to a 
person 21 years of age or older. 

 



PERSONAL USE OF NON-MEDICAL MARIJUANA  

Limitations on 
personal use of 
marijuana:  
 

 

Å Visibility 
ï Cultivation and processing marijuana plants may not be 

visible from a public place.  
 

Å Security 
ï Marijuana or marijuana products exceeding 1 ounce 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ōȅ 
a lock.  

 

Å Public Consumption 
ï No person shall consume marijuana in a public place or 

smoke marijuana where smoking tobacco is prohibited.   
ï ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Act; may 

include areas both privately and publicly owned to which 
the public have rights of access by invitation, either 
express or implied. 
 

Å Open Container 
ï Open containers of marijuana or marijuana products are 

prohibited in the passenger area of any motor vehicle. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



Types of Adult-Use Marijuana Establishments as defined in  

G.L. c.94G, s.1 

ωMarijuana Establishment means: 

ω"Marijuana cultivator" 

ω"Marijuana retailer" 

ω"Marijuana product manufacturer" 

ωάLƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅέ 

ωAny other  type of licensed marijuana-related business 

ωNOT a Medical Marijuana Treatment Center 

TYPES OF LICENSED ADULT USE MARIJUANA  



OTHER TYPES OF LICENSED ADULT USE MARIJUANA 

Additional types of 
Licensed 
Marijuana 
Establishments   

 

 

 

 

ÅCraft Marijuana Cultivator Cooperative 

ÅMicrobusiness 

ÅMarijuana Transporter 

 

 



Medical Use Marijuana licensed by the Department of Public Health  
(105 CMR 725.00) 

ÅMedical Marijuana Treatment Center (or RMD) 
ïEach RMD is licensed (registered) to cultivate, process and retail its own 

marijuana under a single license 
 

ïDPH will continue to regulate medical-use marijuana in the short-term 
under its existing regulatory scheme, 105 CMR 725 

 
ï Transfer of oversight and regulation of medical-use marijuana to the 

Cannabis Control Commission will occur on or before December 31, 2018. 

 
 

TYPES OF LICENSED MEDICAL USE MARIJUANA 



THE CANNABIS CONTROL COMMISSION 

Å CƛǾŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ /ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ όά///έύ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
comprehensive oversight for all adult use and medical use marijuana 

 

Å CCC is charged with implementing and enforcing statewide regulations addressing 
the following: 

ï public health issues, including product labeling, advertising and potency 

ï Industry issues, including cultivation, distribution, transportation and seed-to-sale 
tracking 

ï Market participation for communities, including women, minorities, veterans and 
growing cooperatives 

ï Licensing 

ï Inspections 

ï Enforcement 



   

 

CCC LICENSING PROCESS 

Application of Intent  

ÅIncorporation 

ÅCapital 

ÅBond 

ÅProperty Interest 

ÅMunicipal Information 

ÅPositive Impact on DIA 

Background Check 

ÅAll executives, managers, 
persons or entities with 
direct or indirect authority 
over the management 
policies, cultivation or 
security operations 

ÅFingerprint check 

ÅNationwide civil & 
criminal 

 

Management and 
Operations Profile 

ÅCertificate of Good Standing 
with SoS and DOR 

ÅBusiness Plan 

ÅOperating Policies and 
Procedures 

ÅTraining Plan 



   

 

 

Background Check Packet includes: 
  
ÅA CORI check form;  

 
ÅRequirement for fingerprinting that enables a multi-state criminal history 

check;  
 

ÅNarrative information from individuals listed on the application as 
executives, members, close associates or managers. 
 

ÅMANDATORY DISQUALIFICATIONS under the statute (not including prior 
marijuana offenses).  
 

CCC Licensing Process 



Å Cultivation may be indoor or outdoor 

ï Must be in designated area that is not visible from public place without aide of binoculars, 
aircraft or other special aids 

 

Å Cultivation and production must satisfy minimum energy efficiency and equipment standards 
established by the Commission and environmental laws relating to water quality, solid and 
hazardous waste management. 

ï /// ǿƛƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ άōŜǎǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŀƎŜΣ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ƛƴ 
energy conservation and mitigate environmental impacts 

 

Å Production of edible marijuana products must be prepared, handled and stored in compliance with 
the sanitation requirements of 105 CMR 500.00 (Good Manufacturing Practices for Food) and with 
requirements for food handlers 

 

Å Limitations on edible products: 

ï May not take the form of a shape of human, animal or fruit or shape that bears likeness or 
characteristics of a realistic or fictional human, animal or fruit, including artistic, caricature, or 
cartoon renderings 

ï aŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƎŜƻƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǎƘŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ άŦǊǳƛǘ ŦƭŀǾƻǊŜŘέ 

 

 

 

Cultivation and Manufacturing Requirements 



   

 

ÅAll marijuana and marijuana products must be handled in compliance with sanitary 
requirements. 
 

ÅEdible marijuana products are not considered food under the law, but must be handled in 
compliance with sanitary requirements for wholesale manufacturing, retail sale and 
transportation of food. 
 

ÅAll marijuana and marijuana products must be tested in compliance with the testing protocols 
established by the Department of Public Health. 
 

ÅAll marijuana and marijuana products must be tracked from seed to sale in interoperable 
database. 
 

Å$5,000 bond or cash to be posted  in the event of the need to destroy cannabis or cannabis 
products 
 

ÅRequired compliance with existing state laws on cultivation, waste disposal, etc. 
 

ÅEnergy conservation and environmental requirements. 

Operational Requirements 



   

 

 
×Cultivators, marijuana product manufacturers, independent laboratories and research facilities 

must restrict access to only authorized employees and visitors; 
 

×All inventory must be tracked on the interoperable system set by the Commission; 
 

×Must be alarmed; 
 

×Visitors must be logged; 
 

×Marijuana and marijuana products must be stored in limited access areas; 
 

×24 hour video surveillance is required; 
 

×Must be sufficiently lit to allow readable image to be captured; 
 

×Security plan filed with local law enforcement. 

Security Requirements 



   

 

Access to Retail Stores 
 

×Retailers must check government issued ID to demonstrate 
someone is 21 years of age or older before allowing anyone 
access to marijuana establishment for adult use. 
 

× For co-located medical marijuana dispensaries and adult use 
marijuana establishments, retailers must check government 
issued ID to demonstrate someone is 21 years of age OR check 
that someone has a DPH Program ID card showing they are a 
patient and a government ID showing they are 18 years of age or 
older. 
 

Security Requirements 



   

 

Permitted Practices  
 
×/!b ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƎƻΣ ōǳǘ ƭƻƎƻ /!bΩ¢ ǳǎŜ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎΣ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ 

marijuana, related paraphernalia, and colloquial references to 
cannabis and marijuana are prohibited from use in this logo;  
 

×Sponsorship of a charitable, sporting or similar event, but 
marketing limit to audience expected to be 85% 21 years and 
older according to data; 
 

×Locked display cases inside each establishment; 
 

×!ƴȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ άtƭŜŀǎŜ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜ 
wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ н ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜƴǳ ƻŦ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎΤ 
 

×All marketing must include warning developed by DPH. 

Marketing, Advertising, Branding 


